
Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
HELCOM BalticBOOST Workshop on Underwater Noise 
Copenhagen, Denmark, 5-6 October 2016 

 

 
 
Document title  Provisional Agenda  
Code Document 1 
Submission date  26.08.2016 
Submitted by  Secretariat 
 

HELCOM BalticBOOST Workshop on Underwater Noise 
Time: Wednesday 5 October 10:00 - Thursday 6 October 16:30 
Venue: Agency for Water and Nature Management, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Aims 
BalticBOOST is an EU co-financed project coordinated by HELCOM, with a main objective of improving 
regional coherence in the implementation of marine strategies. This is to be achieved through improved data 
flow and assessments, and through acquiring a knowledge base for the development of measures. 
Underwater noise is one of the thematic areas of the project. 

The HELCOM BalticBOOST Noise WS 1-2016 aims to explore and recommend principles for defining levels of 
underwater noise that are consistent with good environmental status (GES) for noise-sensitive species in 
relation to underwater noise. More specifically the workshop aims to: 

− investigate the possibility to use information on species specific tolerance to define levels for noise 
consistent with GES; 

− identify noise sources for which such targets can be set; 
− discuss possible canary/umbrella species in relation to noise in different parts of the Baltic Sea; 
− discuss how information on status at the population level should be considered when defining targets 

for noise (i.e. related to our knowledge of e.g. GES for population growth rate and abundance). 

The Workshop will be held from 10:00 on October 5, 2016, to 16:30 on October 6, 2016 at the premises of 
the Agency for Water and Nature Management (Haraldsgade 53) in Copenhagen, Denmark.  

Contracting Parties are welcome to invite participants to the Workshop as needed in order to meet the aims 
of the Workshop. 

The Workshop will be co-moderated by Mr. Peter Sigray, Sweden and Ms. Henriette Schack, HELCOM 
Secretariat under the HELCOM BalticBOOST project. 

Background 
The 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration commits the Contracting Parties to take further 
measures, initiatives or efforts to reach a healthy marine ecosystem supporting a prosperous Baltic Sea 
region, including addressing impacts on marine organisms from underwater impulsive and continuous noise.  

In the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration it was furthermore agreed that the level of ambient 
and distribution of impulsive sounds in the Baltic Sea should not have negative impact on marine life and that 
human activities that are assessed to result in negative impacts on marine life should be carried out only if 
relevant mitigation measures are in place.  

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/balticboost
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HELCOM countries have recently adopted the Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap 2015-2017 (Annex 
3 of the Outcome of HELCOM 37-2016) which, based on five steps, aims at making every effort to prepare a 
knowledge base towards a regional action plan on underwater noise in 2017/2018 to meet the objectives of 
the 2013 Ministerial Meeting, and of the EU MSFD for HELCOM countries being EU members. Step 3 of the 
Roadmap intents to, based on the compilation of information on impacts of noise (Step 1.1 of the Roadmap), 
investigate the possibility to use species specific tolerance to define Good Environmental Status / develop 
environmental targets based on common principles.  

Preparations and expected contributions 
Workshop participants are advised that background documents will be sent out before the workshop, and 
that participants are assumed to be familiar with the content of these in order to meet the aims of the 
workshop.  

Participants are invited to inform further on how they can contribute to the workshop by contacting the 
Henriette Schack at the Secretariat (henriette.schack@helcom.fi). 

Registration 
Information for the Workshop will be made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. The participants are 
kindly invited to sign up to the Meeting Portal at their earliest convenience, if not yet done. Please find 
here instructions for signing up as a first-time user of the Meeting Portal. Once you have signed up to the 
Meeting Portal, the Secretariat will need to grant you separate permission to access the restricted meeting 
document library on the HELCOM BalticBOOST Noise WS 1-2016 Meeting Site. After sign up, the participants 
are kindly requested to sign in and register to the Workshop by answering the Participation Survey no later 
than 28 September 2016.  

Provisional agenda 

1. State of the art on underwater noise in the Baltic Sea 

2. Round table 1: Discussion of definitions of environmental targets and approach for defining 
maximum levels of noise for marine mammals and fish 

3. Round table 2: Exploring principles for defining GES/develop environmental targets for noise to 
achieve GES for marine mammal priority species. Discussion of possible thresholds/target levels 

4. Round table 3: Exploring principles for defining GES/develop environmental targets for noise to 
achieve GES for fish priority species. Discussion of possible thresholds/target levels  

5. Report of the Workshop 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2037-2016-288/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2037-2016.pdf
mailto:henriette.schack@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/default.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20BalticBOOST%20Noise%20WS%201-2016-382/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20BalticBOOST%20Noise%20WS%201-2016-382/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
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